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Year 2 Goal: Continue to incentivize faculty 
innovation in the area of open textbooks
Why: Open textbooks can help alleviate 
the burden of textbook costs for students 












63.6% 66.5% Not purchase required textbook
49.2% 47.6% Take fewer courses
45.1% 45.5% Not register for a specific course
33.9% 37.6% Earn a poor grade
26.7% 26.1% Drop a course
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Increase in Textbook Prices: 3-4x time the rate of inflation 
Textbooks CPI



















Consumer Revolving Credit Student Loan Debt
Federal Reserve http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/Current/







The average student should budget
$1,230 - $1,390
for textbooks and course materials in 2016-17.
–The College Board
https://trends.collegeboard.org/college-pricing/figures-tables/average-estimated-undergraduate-budgets-2016-17 
Average at George Fox University = $950




























• Over	400 textbooks in	14	subject	areas
• 67%	of	textbooks	have	been	reviewed	by	faculty	at	OTN	
institutions	(over	1300 reviews)


























































Freely available full text article: 
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2754/4442
Abstract:
Our study found that most students 
considered OER to be as good or 
better in terms of quality and 
engagement as traditional texts, while 
also allowing them to put saved funds 
toward their educational pursuits. As 
rising costs in higher education 
affect current and potential 
students, faculty and students are 
looking for ways to cut costs 
where possible. Open educational 
resources (OER) are a viable option 
to replace expensive traditional 
textbooks without sacrificing quality. 
This article presents the results of a 





























Interested in authoring or adapting 
an open textbook in the future? 
Let’s talk J
A George Fox faculty member recently 
published our first open textbook in the 
Pennington ePress area of the library’s 
Digital Commons




Thanks to David Ernst and the Open Textbook Network for data shared in this presentation
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
